
May 17, 2020 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Dear All, 
 

Greetings from the Rectory! This weekend we hear this exhortation: ‘Always be ready to give an 

explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope’. And so, I ask you: What is the 

object and essence of your hope? In short, what do you hope for? What do you hope in? 
 

We hope because ‘hope does not disappoint, since the love of God has been poured out within our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us’. As baptized Christians, we believe in the 

relationship between the natural and supernatural, and are called to evaluate that for which we 

hope in light of its connection to God and the things of God. Our hope, beginning with the ‘visible’ 

and ‘earthly’, is meant to propel us on a trajectory toward God. So, how does what we hope for 

lead us deeper into in the life of the Holy Trinity? When we begin to answer this question, the 

reason for our hope comes into ever clearer focus and may be purified as we move forward in 

faith. As a result, we are transformed, and our life, noticeable to those around us, changes to reflect 

the Eternal and Divine reality of God. We see their intrigue in our life’s transformation, and desire 

that they be drawn into these Divine mysteries and realities all the more in their own lives. 

Consequently, we try to give an explanation for the reason for our hope. 
 

Our explanation is meant to help draw others into a consideration of God so that He may draw 

them even further and deeper into Himself by means of His grace. It is through our soul’s constant, 

prayerful discernment, initiated and assisted by Divine grace, that offers the possibility of our 

always being ready to give the explanation for our hope. In his First Letter to the Thessalonians, 

St. Paul exhorts us to ‘pray always’, and it is this ‘praying without ceasing’ that is meant to position 

and equip us to be ever-ready to give the explanation for our hope. As ‘the unexamined life is not 

worth living’, so the Christian cannot offer an explanation for the reason for his or her hope without 

reflection. For just as hope without an object is unthinkable; so, too, an explanation for the reason 

for one’s hope without thoughtfulness, is unspeakable. In other words, we cannot ultimately 

articulate what we have not first regularly considered. 
 

This week, let us consider hope in light of our Baptism. What do we hope in? What do we hope 

for? How is that hope connected to God and the things of God? How are we being caught up in 

Him so as to draw others to consider Divine realities? Am I constantly seeking to be prepared, 

through a life of prayerful discernment, to give an explanation to anyone at any moment, for the 

reason for my hope? There is, to be sure, much to consider here. Yet, it is not a task to be 

overwhelmed by, but a labor of love with the Beloved, so that we may begin to live that love now 

and remain in it forever in the life of the world to come. How marvelous, indeed, this is! The life 

of a sinner in reality, but a saint in hope. 
 

The doors of the church are open daily from 9AM-5PM. I do hope you stop by for a visit this week, 

and consider the words of the psalmist: ‘Why are you cast down, my soul; why groan within me? 

Hope in God; I will praise Him still, my Savior and my God’. 
 

Please know of my continued prayers for you and your family. Thank you for your continued 

prayers for me, and I look forward to seeing you soon – hopefully! 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 


